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EDITORIALS

A child ìn court
. Program eases stress in obtaining vital testimony

There is much that might st.rfse thë public

.' . when a child testies in court For exaiple,

. . someties there is Dory, a golden retrever conipleted, therapy counselig ca begi imedately.
. . that children often lead into the courtroom . Before tral, 

there's a role-playing visit to a court-

on a leash and is the epitome of calm as she sleeps room, afer 
hour. Usualy, severa children in simar

at their feet whie they testi. Dory 
puts the kids at circumstaces makè the visit accòmpaned by support-

ease, too. . ' ive personnel from theDRs.Offce and Chidreri's Ros-i
Mh~icdh attention has been called in recent weeks ThPita. There's a biai, whose securty role is 

explaied. ',j

to t i . testioIiy because a 13-year~01d girl abused en come exp aiàtions of who sits where. The chil- ¡
in 2000. by J ohnAlbert Gardner III, now accused . dren's questions are tàen. Eventualyajudge was in 1

. "ofthe rape' and murder of Poway teenager Chelsea and the chidren may 
get to sit in his or her chai. l

'King, testified at a preliminary heating but appar- " At tral, precautions usually include aprotocol of :¡
entlybaled atdoing so iI a tral. A 

plea .' ,age-apprpptiate questions and 

non- . 1

bargain:eventually was reached onre- theatenig tones. .: .'. . 'i'.
duced charges with Gardner sentenced . The . trial stil isn't fun, said Tracy.. 1
to. prison for only six yeas. . . Ptior, assistat chief of 

the DRs fay

: Calorni, lie 45 states, has a law per- protection division. "Every' 

tie Iput a

mittg forms of alte.rnative testimony, kid on the stadI lose 

sleep. But afr~

such as by remote Tv to avoid the close-. 

, wad l th 'Wat a herothat kid is.'" . .

ness of a young victim and accusedas~ . lniPfOvèmeIi.ts could be made, like .'
sailatinthe courtroom. But such laws siIpligCalifornia's largely unused'
are rarely used for réåsóns of coIistiti- alternative-testiony l!iw,or physicay .
tional tihts and expediency '.. modifg courtrooms so eye contact

,~' Instead" support syste.ms have' . between'child and 

accused assailant

. evolved over the last 30 years to help. . .' eabè avoided. . . .
chid victis thQiigh the lega1 process: . The biggest need, however, is an edll-

. San Diego. CountY is in t1e vanguard '. catiorial effort The pom.t must be made .
. with its Kids and Te'ens in the Court. Dory. . to parents 

how importat it is for. their ;

Program; a partnership of Rady Chil.. . . 'child 

to' testiósothat no perpetrator .

drel)'s Hospitaland the Distrct Attòrney's Office; escapes cpriyictipnto pec;ome .some other parents.

. Dory is a parrof the progr . .... .' . ,worst nihtmare. . '. .' , . '.
:No longer is a chid abuse. vict intervewed by an .... The word' 

must get out, yetthe principals of the

endless stream of adults. Once law emorcemént or countys progl .cahot recaUa singlemedìa' in-
Chid Protee Servce' establishes 

a cre may have .tervi. . ew. .That can shange if edtto;s ,or even ser. Vice .,'

occred, the chid isin~rviewedatChidren's Hospi-.groups 11lsearch'of speakers pick up,the phone.
tal,' Its. a one-Ii-one. session in a comfortable sett, Charles Wùson, seiûor diector of the 

Chadwick cen- .

. justchid31dtredspest The seion is recrded . ter at ~dy Chidien's. Hospita is at: (8,58) 96?-5814; I..
for possible use in . court and a: detecve may watch Cynth Çharlebois, diector of the victi assistace
thOugh a oíie-way mior;\Vth the reCrded intervew" progr at the DRs Offce, is at (6l9) 5314~4i. '. "
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